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Report Highlights: 

India notified its draft Plant Quarantine (Regulation of Import into India) (Second Amendment) Order 

(2022), to the Sanitary-Phytosanitary (SPS) Committee of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and is 

inviting comments. The amendment is specific to the import of U.S.-origin cherries and includes 

additional provisions to facilitate the import of U.S. sweet cherries. The final order, when published, will 

allow U.S.-origin cherries to be shipped to India under the new protocol. The timeline to comment 

closes on June 27, 2022. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Government of India 

and World Trade Organization websites: https://agricoop.nic.in/en/circulars/plant-protection and 

http://www.wto.org. The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. 

Embassy in New Delhi, USDA and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is 

subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. 

[Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Internet Explorer. Indian host sites 

will geo-block site access on a rolling basis]. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On April 28, 2022, India’s Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare/Plant Protection Division 

notified its draft Plant Quarantine (PQ) (Regulation of Import into India) (Second Amendment) Order 

(2022), to the World Trade Organization (WTO) Sanitary-Phytosanitary (SPS) Committee and has 

invited comments (see, Appendix I). The corresponding WTO notification number is G/SPS/N/IND/279 

and the timeline to submit comment on the draft order closes on June 27, 2022.   

 

The amendment is specific to the import of U.S.-origin cherries. It includes additional provisions to 

facilitate the import of U.S. sweet cherries and allows for these cherries to be imported via a systems 

approach. The final order, when published, will allow U.S.-origin cherries to be shipped to India under 

the new protocol. 

 

TRADE IMPACT 
 

FAS New Delhi (Post), as result of the new protocol, projects U.S.-origin cherry exports potentially 

climbing upwards of $5 million annually, an increase of around 500 metric tons (MT). In calendar year 

2021 (January-December), exports of U.S. cherries to India reached nearly $451,000 (59 MT), up by 

225 percent from the 2020 level.  

 

India levies a 30 percent basic customs duty on U.S. origin cherries. Significant market potential exists 

in the country’s major metropolitan areas, specifically in high-end retail stores as well as in the hotel, 

restaurant, and institutional (HRI) sectors.
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APPENDIX 1: DRAFT PLANT QUARANTINE (REGULATION OF IMPORT INTO INDIA) 

(SECOND AMENDMENT) ORDER, 2022 

 

 

 
 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


